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AMUSEMENTS THIS AFTERN03N AND EVEMNtt.
AIMKE'S OPERA BOUKPR, No. 7*. Broadway..Lisbxiuami*.
BOOTH'S THEATRE, Tweuly-ihlrd «t., oornir Siuh or. .

Julius Casa*.

ORAND OPERA HOUHK. corner or Hh si. snd Ud St..
Romopian Hhtotmatbioal Comtant. Hstioea st'A

PIPTR AVBNOS TIIKATRR, Twanty-roarth strsst. .
Tux new Ukama or Ditokok.

WOOD'S MUSEUM, Broadway, corner :<8th »L.Performanceeaflernoouand (renim..On Hand.

WALLACK'8 THEATRE. Broadway aal 13th atrest. JoinQartil

NIBLO'S OAKDBN, Broadway, between Prlnoe and
Houatoo atreeta..Hlaok Crook.

BOWERY THBATRB. Bowery.TioBR or TUB SKAEtr,OB, A UlT'a devotion.

ST. JAMBS' THBATRB, Twenty-eighth street and Bmdway..Momaudi.

OLYMPIC THBATRB, Broadwav..The Rallkt Pantom1mb or Ileum Dumptt. Matinee at 2.

ft BTADT THEATRE, Not. 46 and 47 Bowery. -Tub Orera
or Don Juan.
MSB. P. B. CONWAY'S BROOKLYN THEATRE..Comedies and Fasces.

PARK THEATRE, opposite City Hall, BrooklynBiuliabds.Kombo Jaffer Jenkins

theatre oomiqur, 614 Broadwar Comn Tooat.isms,Nkubo a< tb. Ac..White Crook. Matinee at iv
UNION SQUARE THEATRE, fourteenth at. and BroadwayNegro acts.Buhi.bsqcb, Ballet, Ao. Matinee.

TONY PASTOR'S OPRRA HOU8B. No. 201 Bowery. 1)kgbo Boobn r bicitiee, Bublbbgubs, ao.

BRYANT'S NEW OPERA HOUSE, 23d at., between IHh
aadTlhavA.Bbyabt'b Minbtbbla

BAM FRANCISCO MINSTREL HaLL, W5 Broadway.TubSan Fbamoiboo Minbtbbls.

NEW YORK CIRCUS, ?ourteentn atrasL.SjbnRS IN
TUB Rino, AoboSatb, Ao. Matinee at 2v
DR. KAHN'S ANATOMICAL MUSEUM, 746 Broadway. soibnoban1> art.

NEW YORK MUSEUM OF ANATOMY, dig BroadwayBoibnob and Art.
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U simply tbat of a resolution from Congress
requesting the President to enter into negotiationsfor the purchase of the island, and for
these eery good reasonsFirst, because
Cuba is no longer of any use to Spain;
second, because the island would be very
valuable to us; third, because in our possessionit would be a good thing for Spain;
fourth, because with its annexation African
slavery would be abolished on the island; and,
in the fifth place, because Cnba, under our

flag, would be a great field in which our
*'eolored gemmen" could be brought to their
highest physical and intellectual development,
the ollnsate being the very thing for Sambo.
Tfaeee are strong reasons for the proposition,
and we hope tbat General Blair will push his
resolution in the Senate, at least until be has
___ «Li«J «..i Ak« J ..klf.. 1 O...
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Raids on tub Concert Saloons..Every
now and then some Caliph of the Police Departmentimitates the example or a Caliph of
Bagdad and makea a raid upon some Oriental
saloon on Broadway, in which the syrens of
beauty entrap the fuddled genii from the
country. The poor girls, after a night's incarcerationat the station bouse, are taken
before a tender-hearted magistrate, and, with
a reprimand, are told to go and sin no
more. These raids amount to nothing.
They are gotten up by police captains newly
assigned to districts in which the saloons are

located, In order to exhibit their assiduity,
and so far from relieving the premises of the
taint of immorality, only serve as advertisementsfor the olaces fov future country customers'

FEW YORK.
Tli* HjraMNM-Hr, BMtwril'i Ex»eiimpi>i«
x wUk flMHW-Tki Du«en We Here
Edaprd ud Hew te Avoid Thea.

At last we know all about tbe famous Syndicate( Now let us see what we actually do
know. For months we have been groping in
the dark, the air misty with soandals and
suspicious and unpleasant rumors. What we

knew was that a great government had been
compelled to open a money broker's shop on

Lombard street, and beg all the world to buy
its bonds. We have feared that a clearly
printed law was inadequate to the process of
funding the nation's obligations. Wo have
seen a boolean and aorelv.trnnhled Secretary

"W * f

in the meshes of his own timidity catling
upon stock brokers and money lenders
to. rescue him, and with him an admintotrationwhich rested its hopes of popular
endorsement upon its financial success, from
what seemed to be Inevitable failure. We
have had the Treasury ignore the banking
interests of the country and the mighty bankingbouses of the Old World to give ono

bouse (then at the outset of a business experimentin London) an unusual and offensive
predominance. We have had what the echoes
of the Treasury called "suocess;" but what
our best information and judgment oompelled
us to regard as a failure. <

Nor do we see In the report of the Commit- <

. .m u I_ tk. .r t
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Mr. Boutwoll, upon which that report la i

baaed, any reasons for arriving at a different 1
conclusion. Our latest experience with the i
masters of the Syndicate shows to what expe- <

dients they have been driven to reconcile pub-
lie opinion with their operations. Wo saw

what Ib a frequent occurrance in Wall street.
When ap auxlona curbstone broker either
buys or sells''short" a hundred shares of a

railway stgckjte gtralghtway seeks the newspapersand asks them to publishTo the World
that the said railway is either about to fail or

to declare a dividend, or to throw out some

ingenious phrase calculated to make other
people think so, and buy from him at a

profit. What we saw with tho masters
of the Syndicate was precisely this contrivunf*From r.miilrm from Phila(t«lnhla
from Washington, the telegraph wires were

bidden to Bay, and the press reporters to confirmthe saying, that Mr. Cooke had finally
brought himself into alliance with the great
house of RotliBohild, and that together they
were about to buy $000,000,000 of the new

bonds. Of course, Mr. Cooke's advertising
agents did not really say this in so many
words, but they said it in such a way as to
produce this impression. But for the Hkkald
the country would be under this belief and the
merchants of the money market would stand I

expecting to see the two houses step up to the '

Treasury and take the loans. Mr. Cooke, in i

the confession which we extorted from him, <

admitted that what he wanted was to buy fifty t

or a hundred millions this year, and then, if c

we amended onr laws so as to suit the exigen- '
cies of bis foreign business, be might, the v

Rothschilds assenting; take the remainder at o

the close of another year. Always provided d
that he had as good a bargain as the present c

Syndicate gave bim. t
We dwell upon this because It la an illus- v

tration of the whole Syndioate business. ,

Bargain and dicker and trade, any expedient 1

so the bonds were sold t All that the masters
of the Syndicate wanted was commissions,
and the more they could squeeze the Secretarythe more profit to their business. And
of all sqaeezabie Secretaries commend us to
Mr. Boutwell t Lot us look at one instance.
The law provided that the cost of negotiating
the loan should not be more than one-half of
one per cent. The meaning of this certainly
was that if the Secretary sold $100,000,000
he might expend $500,000 in commissions. |
If be sold $500,000,000 he might expend
$2,500,000. Now, Mr. Boutwell contends that
if be could negotiate $400,000,000 with- f
out paying anything for commissions he
would be justified in'spending the two and a

half millions allowed by law for the whole
sum in negotiating the other hundred
millions. This is so absurd, so thoroughly at
variance with the true meaning of the law,
tuat it seems increaioie. adu yet tuis power
Mr. Boutwell claimed and exercised, and proposesto claim and exercise, unless Congress
expressly interferes. Well, when a minister
of the Treasury gets into this frame of mind,
especially when be Is la the hands of a graspingSyndicate yffarning for commissions, anythingis possible. So we are not surprised
when he admits that he permitted $130,000,000
of the public money to remain with the nationalbanks for three months without
any security, that they might eqjoy the interest.Nor are we amazed when he calmly
alleges that for three months he increased
the public debt $130,000,000 or $135,000,000,
and that in addition Paying 9ne-baff
of one per cent commission upou" any amount
less than $600,000,000, he permitted the
banks to received this three months' Interest.Here were several specific violations
of law. And what wis th# gain ? Were the
houses forming this Syndloate strong enough,
or had Jher inherent capital to dictate terms
to the Secretary?" ^Were jhe men with whom
he made this extraordinary CompacF Idiom*
those great money kings of Europe who can
make peace or war in their counting houses.
On the contrary, the Syndicate was little more

j than a Syndicate of broker*. We say nothing
againat these geallemons' respectability, their
solvency,their enterprise, their sincere desire| to meet every engagement. But were they the
bouses who could have taken this loan and putit away in their vaults, and held it there for a
year, or even for a month, in the face of an
uneasy money market, a war or a sudden
financial panic? Mr. Boutwell knows very
well that his Syndicate would have dissolvedin a day.hod it been compelled to
carry this new loan and hold It. it could
only succeed so long as the public purchasedthe bonds. It wan a Syndicate
of brokers. Its members reoeived the
bonds from the Secretary and banded them
over to whoever called for them. So long as
investors called there was sucoess. The Syndicatetook the commissions and the interest.
Mr. Cooke's bouse received great renown as

the inspiration of a brilliant financial achievement.There was no risk, no responsibility.
simply a profitable dicker on the part of
shrewd brokers, who had taken the Secretary
at an advantage and held him to it.
Now, if this Syndicate bad been inherently

strong; if the houses who composed it had
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"been among those mighty bouses of the world
whose own resources would have enabled
them to hare taken this loan and oarited it in
spite of the stormiest financial weather; If
it bad been a Syndicate of bankers like Rothschildsor Barings) or Hope, and not simply
brokers anxious to found a great banking
business, we could understand how the
Secretary would bare stretched the law
to its utmost tension to hare completedthe negotiations. But he never

really completed them. He was dealing with
men who could only succeed by the earnestnessof prirats investors and our own
national banks. He was never for a moment
safe. The least disturbance in Europe,
trouble with Spain or any one of twenty
of the causes which unsettle the finances of
nations, would have thrown his bonds back
to him and he would have been on his knees
before Congress to forgive him his commissions.This, to our mind, is a far
graver view than even the increase
of the debt, or the deposit of $130,000,000
of the publio money in national banks
without security. And now that bis good fortunehas saved him from this danger, we mast
protest against any future negotiations which
may make danger inevitable. Mr.*Boutwell
cannot make these experiments with the credit
>f the United States. President Grant cannot
tfford to have his administration wrecked (as
wrecked it would surely be) by making absoutebargains and paying great sums of money
n advance to shrewd brokers, and giving exclusiveprivileges to a Syndicate who would
not and could not hold the loan twentv-tour
hours in the event of a financial panic. If he
baa theae advantages to bestow, let him throw
them open to the world. We have a thousand
bankers, or rather brokers, Who can take his
bQpda add sell tbeaT and pocket the commissions,provided In the event of failure the/
could throw them back to the Treasury.
And, what is more, the right to these advantagesbelongs to overy banker and broker as

rnuoh as to Mr. Choke and the masters of tho
enterprising Syndicate.
The "sucoeas" which these brokers met in

disposing of their bonds enabled the Committee0/ Ways and Means, and perhaps in a
sense justified it In endorsing the Secretary's
action. So long as the Syndicate did its
work, even at an extravagant cost to the
Treasury, It was prudent to accept the
"success," and not bo too severe with a

Seoretary who bad taken such desperato
ohances. But we must admonish Mr. Bout-
well, and, above all, the President, who la
about to go to the country for Its
endorsement, that they cannot take
these extraordinary hazards. There
Is a way to' fund the national debt
without running the risk of national
lisaster; without breaking the law; without
:ommitting the public funds to the uncertain
are of irresponsible banks ; without Inoreasngthe debt and the Interest on the debt ;
ritbout submitting the Treasury to the mercy
f well-meaning and respectable brokers who
io well enough when the money market is
asy, but who have not the inherent strength
o keep extraordinary engagements. We are
veil out of one danger ; let the Secretary be
vise and incur no similar responsibility t Wc
want statesmanship, not expedients.
Denxrtl ItMcerui on Mnlcu Aflairs.
General Rosecrans baa thought it expedientand proper to define bia position on

Mexican affaira. He is opposed to anj filibusteringattempts to annex Mexico; he
regrets the announcement or imaginary filibusteringschemes, because they interrupt our

business relations with the Mexican people;
be deprecates the attempt to thrust our governmentupon our neighbors regardless of
their feelings, and says :."I think the intelligenceaud conscience of onr people decidedly
in favor of a just and liberal policy of friendshiptowards Mexico as best for both conntries."In short, General Rosecrans is in
favor of the indefinite oontlnuanoe, under the
protection of the United States, of that
mockery of a republic known as Mexico.
We submit that we have done all that could

in reason be asked to maintain the rights of
Mexico before the world to self-government as

an independent State for half a century or so,
and that the experiment is not only
a shocking failure, but a scandal
to republican institutions. We submit
that half a century of never euding and still
beginning revolutions, and of fighting factions
and elections by the bayonet, and highway
robbers and border ruffians and general
anarchy, ia a long term Tor the toleration of
these public nuisances, and that they ought to
be abated. We submit that the vast resources
of wealth and trade possessed by that splendid
country have been running to waste long
enough, and that its industrial^ and producing
glasses bare tang etfougfc been' the prey of
revolutionary mountebanks and regular bandits,
with their forced contributions. We submit
that humanity, civilisation and Christianity
demand the active intervention of the United
States and the annexation of Mexico; and that,
as this thing is "manifest destiny," nothing is
gained by these delays in action of any
advantage to us or to the Mexicans or to the

ana robbers in Mexico has been tolerated
by "Uncle 3am" long eoough, and, without
mincing matters, those robbers and cutthroats
ought to be abolished. General Rosecraos
begs the question in favor of hie client, who
has simply the claims to independence of a

wild Indian."Only these and nothing more.'*
The Womt in the World,.The disgusted

Daniel Vorbees has declared in Congress that
the existing Southern State governments "are
the worst In the world, without any exceptionthat they are worse than the governmentof Tammany or Dahomey or the Fiji
Islands; that "there is nothing comparable
to them anywhere else," not even in Mexico
or Abyssinia, and that "they are unparalleled
in their iniquity, their infamy nnd their ignorance."And there is more truth than poetry
in these denunciations. Behold, tor instanoe,
what a mess of it greedy and reckless carpetbaggersand ignorant and credulous negro
Solons have made of the finances of South
Carolina and of brotherly love In New Orleans!

Aprioan "Sparklers".Diamonds of one
thousand carats found at the Cape of Good
Hope fields. S few years since and the
world received "sparklers" of another tiage
fropa A£ri«i*.

JANUARY 24, 1872.-TRIJ
... ; ...

CraiNM Yesterday.1The Aaawtfi Apportleaaieataad Natleaal Park BilU la

the Seaate.Edaeatleaal, Nialnc aad AppropriateBills la the Hease.
The principal business In the Senate jesterdaywas the debate on the Amnesty bill. It

occupied most of the day's session. Mr. Morton,of Indiana, led off against It In a speech
brimful of bitterness and animosity, but deficientIn logio and statesmanship. He characterisedthe measure as one based upon sickly
sentimentalism and spurious generosity, and
deolared that be would never rote for unirer-
sal amnesty; the most that he could bring
himself to oonoede would be the bill passed
last session by the House, and which exceptedfrom amnesty members of Congressand officers of the army and
nary who had adhered to the rebellion and
members of State conventions whloh had
passed ordinances of seoession. He no more

beliored in the conciliation of the leaders of
the rebellion by restoring them to all their
oiril and political rights than he believed in
the conciliation of rattlesnakes by a restorationof their extracted fangs. Such were the
sentiments expressed by the Indiana Senator
in regard to a measure, not only of peaoe and
good polioy, but aotually of neoesslty, if it is
ever desired to see good order and good governmentrestored In the Southern States, whioh
have been so long robbed, plundered and outragedby the oarpet-bag officials who have
been saddled upon them under the reconstructionpolioy of Congress. The exclusion from
publlo life of the most intelligent and
Influential men of the South, whom
n. hill nf universal amneatv would

rehabilitate, is one cause why the State Legislaturesand the highest official positions in the

8outh^yo flllefl bj[ corrupt, ignorant and
incompetent persons. lime was" when
the presence of sucii men In the Senate and
House of Representatives gave to Congress a

much higher tone than u Has liad of lale
years; and we think that the oharacter of our

public service generally has lost rather than
gained by their exclusion from it. Certainly
that is the oase so far as their own States are

OOuueruSu. No one good reason was aligned
by Mr. Morton, or can be assigned, why a complete,unconditional and universal amnesty
law should not be passed immediately. Howeverpoliticians may differ on the subjeot, there
is no diversity of opinion about it among the
people generally, who would have hailed
the measure any time within the last
Ave years as one of practical good
sense, leading the way to a restoration of the
old kindly feeling that existed between the
sections before it was embittered by the politicians,and to a new era of prosperity for
those impoverished and plundered States.
The Apportionment bill passed by the House

previous to the recess was repvted back yesterdayfrom the Senato Judiciary Committee,
with amendments reducing the number of
Representatives from two hundred aud eightythree,as provided in the bill, to two hundred
and forty-three, the present number. This
would reduoo the New England delegation, as it
at present exists, from twenty-seven to twentyone.New York .woiffl lose three members,
Pennsylvania two, Ohio two, Kentucky one,
while Illinois, Missouri and Iowa wonld eaoh
gain two, and New Jersey, Wisconsin, California,Minnesota and Kansas would each gain one.
There would be neither a loss nor a gain
in any of the cotton States except
Georgia, which would gain one, and
Texas, which would gain two. The reason

why the Southern States do not lose In the
apportionment, as most of the <Ndtr States
do, is that their present apportionment Is calculatedon the old three-fifths slavery basis,
while in the new one the whole population is
counted. Should the Senate adopt this amendmentit will meet with strong opposition in the
House, particularly from States where the
representation will be diminished. Indeed,
we should not wonder if it were resented as a

piece of gratuitous Interference by the Senate
In a matter which only concerns the other
branch of Congress.
Among the other bills reported in the

Senate was one setting a^art the magnificent
valley at the bead of the Yellowstone River
as a National Park. Mr. Pomeroy, of Kansas,
who reported it, described tho great natural
beauties and curiosities of the valley, which
is forty by forty-four miles In extent, and
which he desires to havo dedicated for that
purpose at once, so as to prevent it railing
into the bands of squatters or land speculators.It is a remarkablo proposition, not
only as coming (roui that source and with that
avowed object, considering the enormous land
grant jobs with which Mr. Pomeroy has been
identified, but it is also remarkable in itself.
We go for it, and hope to see it enacted into a

law, and then perhaps we shall propose to oelebratethe great centennial anniversary of the
Deolaration of Independence in 1876, not in
the joofiaod Quaker!? City of Philadelphia, but
in this grand, nobie, magnificent Park cf the
Yellowstone Valley. -7 **

,Jt/
The Chicago Relief bill was taken up In the

Senate, but as Mr. Chandler proposed to
amend it by extending its scope to the numerousj<yo$ j^ld_ jl 11ages destroyed by the
forest fires of last sumnfer In Wisconsin and
Michigan, and as that proposition would lead
to a debate in which the same principle
might be contended for in the case of every
person whose house had been burned during
the last year in any part of the United States,
it was deemed advisable not to open up such
a wide field of discussion, and so the Amnesty
bill was taken up instead.

In the House a bill to promote the developmentof the mining resources of the United
States by facilitating the acquisition of titles
to mining lands was reported, discussed and
passed. Another bill, to establish an educationalfund and to apply the proceeds of the
public lands to the education of the people,
was reported and laid aside. And then the
general Civil Appropriation bill was taken up
in Committee of the Whole and discussed
aad considered until the hour of adjournment.

Tan Latest Concerning Mr. Tweed..
They say he is waiting here in this city, in
reference to his seat in the Senate, to see
"what they aro going to do about it" at Albany;
and that, meantime, he takes "his three
square meals a day, except when he rides out
to the Iligh Bridge, and then he takes four."
Of course he is in no hurry to go further up
the rivet.

'LB SHEET.
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Hare we really been eruel to Mr. Henry
Berghf Let us look at; it a moment. We
bare no quarrel with him or with any gentlemanwho baa a public work to do. On the
contrary, wo have a likitg for Mr. Bergb, a

feeling of appreciation, not without respect.
But if he will insist vfton fighting windmills^we must speak our mind, especially
when he permits his enthusiasm to overmasterhim, when there are no windmills in sight,
even to the extent of invading people's houses
and grounds and private conveyances in
search of them. The worid is broad enough
for Mr. Bergh and his society. If the doing
of his work, as laid down in the law, would
content him we should be satisfied. It is only
when he brings ridicule upon hiB society, full
of merit sb it is, that we are called upon to
interfere.
Let us look the whole ground over seriously,

and see the follies and mistakes of which the
people have justly oomplaised. Henry Bergh
is the President of the Sooiety for the Preventionof Cruelty to Animals. This sooiety is
the offspring of that kindly sentiment which
the Scriptures express when they tell us that
the meroiful man is merciful to his beast.
The humane gentlemen who founded It meant
to oorreot a peculiar evil. They saw that
In many oases brutal, Ignorant serving-people
inflicted pain upon the helpless animals entrustedto their care, and in doing so not only
did deeds in themselves oruel and worthy of
punishment, but inflioted injury upon valuableproperty and generated harsh, unchristian
feelings. Brutal deeds, even to the dumb ass,
that will not mend its paoes with beating, on I;
enoourage brutality and offences against the
publio peace. So when benevolent men made
it their care to prevent these aots.to enforce
the just laws that provide fo{ their Proven
tion.we felt that they had asiptmed a tasl
that WaS In Inany thahkle&T, 4ne
therefore worthy of special honor. And whet
Mr. Bergh gave his time and money to the
work, and seemed to be under a fine entbu
§ia$m in its performance, we wished him wei
atiS gavd Mm all praise.**
But Mr. Bergh went far beyoad this! A

narrative pf his ^xploits would be so muct
like a burlesque that it would be difflcul
to have it credited. A sensible man charged
with this kindly mission would have knowt
just what to do. He would have seen at th<
outset that a great law of our existence wa:
that many animals must die that men mav
live. He would have read in the sacrec
books that the Lord found nothing more acceptablein Hia eyea than a burnt offering
of lambs and kids, and that the whole
Levitical dispensation was at variance with his
fantastic theories. He would have avoided
those refinements of solicitude about turtle
and shellfish and game which have brought so
much censure upon him. He would have rememberedthat birds are killed with shot, that
buffalo and deer are slain with rifle balls, that
oven are felled with an aze, that swine are

stabbed with knives. He would have known
that, while all these means of death
are cruel, death itself is a cruel, necessarything, and not within his province, or the
province of any one, to prevent. He could no<
but know that, following out the logio which
brought him into a state of passion with
tavern keepers for putting the doomed turtle
on Its baok, to attract hungry, toothsome
wayfarers with the announcement of its
destiny in the way of soup, he should have
prosecuted men for rifting a living oyster from
its shell or plunging a lively clam into boiling
water, or crushing the mites in an old English
cheese. The pity shown to an oyster should
certainly not be withheld from an Innocent
mite seeking sustenance from old Cheshire or
Stilton.
The absurdity of this position did not

seem to impress the zealous Mr. Bergh.
The humane powers given him by law
he abused. He took ground that clipping
horses was cruel, although the evidence ol
experts is that it contributes to the animal's
health. He interfered with private gentlemen'sservants for harnessing their horses
in their own way. No cruelty was intended,
none committed. Mr. Bergh had his theory
and pursued iL. Then came his war upon
pigeon shooting. The pigeon is pre-eminently
for food. The bird is of really no domestic
use except as an element of pie. Pigeons
are raised and sold for the kitchen.
Certain private gentlemen, fancying that there
would be profit and pleasure in improving
their skill as marksmen, formed clubs here and
elsewhere. We have clubs of the same

nature iu France and England and Germany,
protected by laws of the severest tenure. The
highest noblemen in these lands belong t<
them.men of honor, humanity and discretion.They shot various kinds o:

birds.whatever happened to belong t<
the country. In America these clubi
selected the pigeon. Looked at practically
they simply purchased pigeons, killed then

an£ gave Jhoiy to the poor for food. Th<
only question CQy$ gri|? was thisj.
"Was it any more cruel to kill a bird witn i

gun than with a knife ?" Bergh never an

noyed the butohers for dealing in pigeons, noi
the cooks for cutting their heads off, but mad<
a public demonstration against private gentlemenon their own grounds for shooting them.
Public opinion simply said :."This man maj
mean well enough, and be does a good work at
times ; but be is either a fool, who does not
really know what be should do, or be is a vain,
ambitious demagogue, seeking notoriety."

Perhaps this was an unjust.criticism; but
Mr. Bergh clearly invited it. That be hai
changed his mind he shows in the letter which
we printed yesterday. As is seen, however,
in a card which we publish this morning from
Mr. Hallock, the secretary of the BloominggrovePark Association, he does not properly
construe the resolution passed by that associationin reference to pigeon shooting. The
business of gambling in sport, or of trapshootingfor money, has never been encouraged
or practised by private gentlemen, especially
in a club like that of Jerome Park. There
will be gambling, we fear, in all things, so

long as the instinot of gain and chance
remains with our poor human nature. There
is gambling in stocks, in real estate, in the
barter of produce, in every phase of business,
But because of thin we have no right to say
that all purchases of stocks or houses 01

cargoes of grain are unlawful. 80 ,with tlx

uorU of ofirate gentlemen | What they d« >

. 4

simply to find recreation and fresh air aad ao>

oeptable oompaoioaabip in shooting pigeons.
Just as they dad it in Ashing tn the Adirondacks,shooting ducks on the Susquehanna, or

roaming a da/ in the woods after quail and
rabbits, or careering over the prairie behind
the buffalo herds, in the oompany of General
Sheridan and the Grand Duke Alexis. These
amusements are sinless and harmless. The
abuse of them cannot be too severely con-
demned. So long as Mr. Bergh made war
upon their abuse we sustained him, and shall
continue to sustain him. Our only criticism
is that be has permitted bis enthusiasm to
carry away bis judgment, and to bring
ridicule upon himself and the society of
excellent people over which he presides.

The French War Debt.

Our. special despatch from Paris brings tbe>

highly imporiant intelligence that the Prenob
government has been enabled to arrange for
the immediate payment of the three and a half
milliards indemnity remaining due to Germany.Messrs. Rothsohild, the ever ready
furnishers or funds to governments in distress^ *

have leagued themselves with several leadingbanking houses and undertaken
to effect this stupendous financial operation.In return for their disbursements
tbe French government baa farmed out to tbem

the annual revenue aocruing from the tobaoco
monopoly for tbe period of thirty years. I«;
tbe present state of affairs the opportunity "or

, paying the war indemnity on terms not alto*,
gether ruinous, and the consequent rldddnce
of tbe hated conquerors, is a godsend to
France ; for the occupation of ^er territory
was not only a, grievous bn;a6a and shame to
her people, bvi^ £ Source of jjonstaijt

, danger oa ^cGount of the bitter feel,wbioh has already found vent
in the assassination of Oerman soldiers,'
and was apt to result in ruthless retaliations by

j
the dreaded conquerors.

j Tue Dolufi ri the niate Lapirai.A Lull

j After the Htorm.

There was a quiet day at the State capital
1 yesterday, after the storm that agitated the

Assembly on the previous evening. Tbo
, oharter concocted by the seventy wise rnedi*mar*.
i oine men of the famous reform" comiimtee Was

t introduced by Mr. Moulton, of New York, the
notable feature of the proceeding being the

i change of leadership implied by the trans)fer of this duty from the hands of Colonel
3 Rush C. Hawkins to those' of Mr.
r Moulton. Colonel Hawkins has not been a

I success thus far as a practical legislator, and
while his intentions are, no doubt, good.

r while, in fact, be may be a more hpneat
) reformer than many of those with whom he baa
i brought himself Into antagonism.he lack*
I every essential of a parliamentary leader,

The lawyers who are watohing affairs in
Albany in the interest of the Committee of
Seventy have advised the transfer that baa
now been made, and henceforth the measares

of the Seventy will be fathered and engineered
by Mr. Moulton, in place of the deposed
Colonel.
But will this change of front be any practt*

oal advantage to the patriotic gentlemen who
have taken npon themselves the task of reformingand remodelling our city government?
The vote of the Assembly on Monday eveningshows pretty conclusively that a majority
of the members of that House are opposed to
the Interests represented by Messrs. Moullou
and Hawkins, and that the Speaker himself is in
a minority in the body over which he presides.
There are unmistakable indications that tho
Senate is of a similar complexion, and hence
we do not anticipate the sucoess of any of the
Seventy's propositions. The oharter they have
feild before the Legislature is openly pronouncedby members to be a mass of impracticableabsurdity,- and tbeir bill to insure greater
accountability on the part of public officers
has been anticipated by Judge Robertson, who
baa already introduced suoh a measure in the
Senate. We may therefore fairly conclude

r that, in spite of the deposition of Ooloinel Hawkins, whose original selection as
their leader in the Assembly was a blunder,
the propositions of the committee in regard to
the new city government will bo Ignored, if
not in the Committee of Cities, at least in the
final action on the floor of the House. This
being the case, and the city departments
being now lu the bands of honest men, the
best thing the Seventy can do is to dissolve
and leavo the practical reconstruction of
the government to the State Legislature.We have already had enough

[ of experimental legislation, and of
. Irrn<ynln.r irreanonsible meddlinor with the

machinery of government. When fraud was

to be deteoted and punished a volunteer committeeto investigate the charges made against
publio officers and to bring to bear upon
therm the weight of popular opinion was

proper and beneficial. The people are

no doubt indebted to the Committee
of Seventy for much useful work in

ijfl uyejrthinf £( commUeo'/
although they iWilsd SigfiSJiy, tSfuSJ* ' I°L
^rfereuoe of typ politicians, in bringing the
guilty Arties to justice. Their mission is
now completed, and there is no further use
for their services. Their oharter work is
before the Legislature, and nothing is left
them but to retire graoefully and leave the
government machinery to run in its legitimate
channels. , ^
An interesting discussion took place before

i tno juaiciarj uommuiee on too oui piv^vo^

by Attorney General Barlow to repeal the law
panned in 1870 by which the directors Of

i railroad were protected against a suspension
from their office pending the trial of ohargea
brought against them and until final judgment
should be rendered. With a judiciary in the'
service of the road this exemption from sus

pension insured a director against any
responsibility for his acts, as judg
ment in a suit brought against him'
might be easily postponed beyond,'
the time of his term of offloe. There J
ought to be no opposition to the repeal of thie
law, which is the one measure secured fcy the

i Erie lobbyist through corrupt meaos; but»
t rLanni.nl Rnrlrtw «nmnl{i<ilaa thn'

} AVWI u*7/ vrvuv. i*>

^
» simple question of repeal by proposing ail>unusual and arbitrary provision of law, by
i which a judge shall be absolutely interuioted

from changing the venue of such causes. To'
r this extreme provision great opposition is
r made, and as the Eiio "Ring" in the
) Legislature is eager to seiso upon any '

i nretanoa to defeat legislation in belialt


